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adopted these popular features, one after
the other; they could not help doing so,
no more than an Englishman who resides in
Paris can help falling in with French ways
and manners. Five hundred years after
Christ, the religion of the Brahmins or
Hinduism, as it came to be called, was a
strange mixture of the old Vedic faith and
Buddhist forms of worship. The Vedic clans-
men had never sacrificed in public, but only
privately, when the heart prompted them, on
their domestic altars.

As Hinduism developed and became pre-
dominant at last, magnificent places of public
worship sprung up everywhere, and quite
equalled those of the Buddhists in splendour.
Numbers of Hindu pagodas were built in
the eastern counties, especially in Orissa,
between A.D. 500 and 700, and the gigantic
caves of Ellora, north-east of Bombay, were
transformed into temples during the two
subsequent centuries. But Vedic India knew
neither temples nor idolatry. The old Aryas
hymned the pure elements, earth and sun
and water, the ever-lasting works which
proclaim the might of the Creator. What
the earth produced and the sun made grow,
more particularly wheat and barley, was